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Virginia Health Care Foundation Commits $1.5 Million to Improve and Expand Health Care for the Uninsured
RICHMOND, Virginia – With a major focus on alleviating lengthy waiting times experienced by the tremendous number of uninsured patients seeking medical care at Virginia’s free clinics, community health centers, and other health safety net providers, the Virginia Health Care Foundation (VHCF) announces $1,515,425 in grant funds awarded to 18 health safety net organizations across the state.  The funds underwrite projects that will develop or greatly expand patient capacity in the health safety net, provide a broader scope of health services to uninsured and low-income patients, and expand child health insurance outreach and enrollment initiatives in some of the most medically underserved areas of the Commonwealth.
 “Virginia’s health safety net organizations are bursting at the seams with new patients, and at current staffing levels, they aren’t able to handle them all,” said Debbie Oswalt, Executive Director.  “Because of the influx, thousands of sick uninsured Virginians are turned away every month, many with serious chronic illnesses.  They can’t wait for the economy to improve - or until 2014, when they will be eligible for health insurance under federal health reform.  They need health care now.”
Recent data provided by Virginia’s health safety net organizations indicate that, despite sporadic indicators of small improvements in the economy, fallout from the recession continues to negatively impact those Virginians who lost health insurance and/or jobs over the last 18 months.

The grant recipients (listed by project focus) are:

Medical Care
· Access Now (Richmond) – $28,399 to help pay for a full-time project manager who coordinates pro bono medical care for eligible uninsured patients by medical specialists in the Greater Richmond area.  
· Alexandria Neighborhood Health Services, Inc. (Alexandria) – $158,760 to hire a full-time nurse practitioner and medical assistant  to address the influx of walk-in patients, and patients seeking women’s health services.  The clinic experiences 30-40 walk-ins a day, and patients must often wait 8-12 weeks to get an appointment in the Women’s Health Program.  
· Chesapeake Care Free Clinic (Chesapeake) – $32,755 to help pay for a full-time Information Technology Specialist to manage the clinic’s numerous electronic databases (including electronic medical records).  The clinic is one of the largest free clinics in Virginia; and by dedicating a full-time staff person to its IT operations, its volunteers and staff are able to make the most effective use of technology and ensure efficient coordination of patient information.
· Eastern Shore Rural Health System, Inc. (Onley) – $84,375 to help underwrite the salary of a full-time physician at the overcrowded Onley Community Health Center.  This additional physician will enable the center to provide an additional 4,600 visits per year.
· Free Clinic of the New River Valley (Blacksburg) – $37,878 to expand the hours of its Nurse Practitioner and nursing assistant at its Giles Free Clinic site in Pearisburg. The increase in hours will help alleviate the current 2-3 week wait for an appointment. 

· Harrisonburg Community Health Center (Harrisonburg) – $75,000 to help underwrite the salary of the clinic’s first full-time pediatrician, who provides a medical home for many children from low-income families. 
· Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic (Herndon) – $18,000 to expand the hours of its Nurse Practitioner, allowing the clinic to treat more patients. 
· Loudon Community Health Center (Leesburg) – $112,500 to help finance the salary of a full-time physician to provide primary care to local families and children.
· Love of Jesus Health Clinic (Chesterfield County) – $89,956 to hire a nurse practitioner, the clinic’s first paid health care provider.  Love of Jesus serves uninsured adults from Chesterfield County and the City of Richmond.
· Southwest Virginia Community Health Systems, Inc. (Radford) – $79,300 to hire a nurse practitioner to provide care to medically underserved patients at the new community health center it is establishing in Radford.
Dental Care
· Augusta Regional Dental Clinic (Fishersville) – $99,990 to purchase equipment for four additional dental operatories.  This will enable the clinic to provide more than 2,000 additional patient visits each year to children and uninsured residents of Staunton, Waynesboro, and Augusta County.

· Central Virginia Health Services (Charlotte County) – $93,750 for part of the salary of a full-time dentist at its Charlotte Primary Care Center in Charlotte County, enabling this site to treat more than 1,000 dental patients per year.
· Highland Medical Center (Monterey) – $84,375 to a portion of the costs of a full-time dentist to provide much-needed dental services for this rural community.

Mental Health

· Lloyd F. Moss Free Clinic (Fredericksburg) – $75,000 to pay for a Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner to provide behavioral health services to uninsured, primary-care patients residing in the city of Fredericksburg, and Caroline, King George, Spotsylvania, and Stafford Counties.

· Virginia Commonwealth University Health System (Richmond) – $53,853 to expand an innovative pilot program which utilizes psychology doctoral student clinicians in VCU’s Ambulatory Care Clinic, to provide basic mental health services to uninsured primary-care patients.  This approach integrates delivery of behavioral health and medical services at one location, and provides a forum for enhancing the training and skills of both medical and behavioral health professionals.  

Child Health Insurance Outreach & Enrollment

· Alexandria Neighborhood Health Services, Inc. (Alexandria) - $94,300 to focus its efforts to enroll in Alexandria and Arlington.  Over 130,000 Virginia children are currently eligible for Virginia’s state-sponsored health insurance programs (FAMIS programs), but are not enrolled—often because their parents do not think the program is for them.  Four VHCF grants underwrite the salaries and benefits of eight outreach workers in parts of the state with some of the highest numbers of eligible uninsured children. 
· Cumberland Plateau Health District (Lebanon) - $97,500 to focus on an eight-county area in Southwest Virginia.
· INOVA Partnership for Healthier Kids - $121,234 to support its efforts in Fairfax and Loudon counties.
· The Southeastern Tidewater Opportunity Project, Inc. (STOP)- $78,500 to focus on Norfolk, Portsmouth and Chesapeake .

The Virginia Health Care Foundation is a non-profit public/private partnership whose mission is to increase access to primary health care for uninsured and medically underserved Virginians.  The Foundation was initiated by the General Assembly and its Joint Commission on Health Care in 1992.  Since its inception, it has funded 329 community-based projects across the Commonwealth, and its programs and partnerships have touched the lives of more than 600,000 uninsured Virginians. 

For more information about VHCF and its programs, visit www.vhcf.org or call (804) 828-5804.
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